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1. Monocots(grasses, sedges, rushes and bulbs); v
leaves with parallel veins ........ .GROUPD
+ Dicots; i ' 2

Dicots; leaves usualy with net-veins.........

2. Trees (Mangroves)......ovvevrvreenernenennns 3
+  Shrubs, low shrubsand herbs............. 4

3. Mangroves, with "breathing” roots. .7........
............................ Avicenniamarina

+ Mangroveswithlong hanging "fruits"
........................ Rhizophoramucronata

4. Ledflessplants, notgreen..........oevvvvninn 5
+ Plantswithleaves, green.............cocveeve, 6

minuke. g lowers

5. Funguslike parasite, with minute red flowers /
..................... .Cynomorium coccineum

+ Largeyellow-orangeflowerson afleshy stem
.......................... Cistanche tubulosum

6. SUCCUIENES .....evvrrrrnririiirreiieeee e, GROUPA
+ Non-succulent.......oovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, VA

7. Flowerspealike consisting of alarge petal a
the back, two on sides and a"'kedl" in front ..

........................................... GROUPB
+ Flowersnotasabove..............c.coeeeee. 8
8. Leavesoppositeor inwhorls.................. 9
+ Leavesalternae ..........covvvviiiviininnnnns 10

9. Leavesinawhorl at base
............................. Polycar paea spicata

+ LeaveSOpPOSIte ....vvvvrerennness.. GROUPC \

10. Leavesgreenish, with long hairs ..............
............................... Moltkiopsisciliata

+ Leavesoverlapping, whitish grey, hairs short..
.................................... Cressacretica
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Field Key to the Coastal Plants of Abu Dhabi

GROUP A: Succulents

Howers
Anabasis setifera m
{\
. ™~
~t

Arthrocnemum macrostachyum

Halocnemum strobilaceum

Halopeplisperfoliata

Salsola spp.

S. cyclophylla- leaves triangular, very hairy

S. drummondii - leaves glabrous (without hairs)

S. imbricata - |eaves rounded; stems unpleasant to
smell when cut

S. rubescens - leaves in 2 opposite rows,

overlapping

winged fruit

Sesuvium portulacastrum

Hovinr (puedissh. pnngle)

Sphaer ocoma aucheri - perennial shrub with hm ,

woody stems and knotted branches, often blue-
green; small flowersin globular heads which

gradually turn spiny glm er heads

Leares
Zygophyllum spp.
[Perennial shrub; flowers white - Z. gatarenseg]
Annual prostrate herb; flowers yellow —Z. simplex] =
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Field Key to the Coastal Plants of Abu Dhabi

GROUP B: Fabaceae
[Flowers pea-like]

1. Fruitflat,spiny .............. Taverniera spartea
+ Fruitpod-like ....coovviiiiiiii 2

2. Shrubs; leaves without |eaflets; flowersred .....
................................ Alhagi graecorum
+ Herbs, leaveswith 5 legflets; flowersyellow ..3

3. Flowersred/pink «............... L otus gar cinii
+ Flowersyellow/orange......... L otus halophilus
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Field Key to the Coastal Plants of Abu Dhabi

GROUP C: Leaves opposite/subopposite/

1. Leaveswhite-grey, rounded in shape,......
.............................. .Atriplexleucoclada —— Y
+ Leavesgreen, or greyish, stiff and spiny ... 2

........................... Cornulaca monacantha\) \
+ Leavesnotending inspines .................. 3

3. Leavessomewhat succulent; flowers

inconspicuous; fruit winged ....................
.............................. Bienertia cycloptera—>

+ Leaves t suculent; flowers + conspicuous; .
fruitnotwinged ........cooeviiiiiiiia 4

4. Flowerswhite............ Spergulariamarina ——,

+ Flowersyellowor pink .......cocvvvevenenennn. 6

6. Flowerspink .......... Frankeniapulverulenta

+ Flowersyellow .......... Helianthemum lippii )
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Field Key to the Coastal Plants of Abu Dhabi

GROUP D: Grasses, sedges, rushes and bulbs

I Lﬂ.cwt.s‘ »J\"ﬁ L:ﬂulu — GTA‘SQ.S

GRASSES \u o
|l

Aeluropus lagopoides

Panicum antidotale \

Sporobolusioclades

Sporabolus spicatus > @a&

SEDGES y Leaves without ligule - sedges

Cyperus arenarius

oy

RUSHES
Juncusrigidus

BULBS
Dipcadi biflorum
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