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This worksh

et 1 meant as & simple guide te ‘he more
common sheils you will find along the shore jine between
the high 2nd low water marks. T ls not gmeant to be a
definitive guide but merely an cutline tco ge+t you started

A withn Francis Buckiey's worvehest we w!!l record the
inds and produce a conscolidated jis*t of the species we
tind and publish it in the Newsistter.

Agaln remember, after you have searched unde
please TURN THE ROCKS BACK.
There z2re twe

mailn rouans ot chel::Ti:n NS A

s

1. GASTROPODS.

These animais hav

= e 3
shell whicr may be ¢
dome shaped, <cap sha
shaped. Spir ]

usually twisted into a3 helix U Glled into a3

tlat plane, and in others the n

11x cpens out into an
irregular shaped tube. The last section of the coid, the
body whor!, is the !argest and is where the animal lives.

The colours can be very varied even within the sams
species or family.

ingie, large
rally ceociled,
d or cone
ed ghelle are
c

< BIVALVES. |

' These anima!s have a shell consisting
01 two valves joined by flexible
muscies in the form of a hinge. The
muscles oren and shut the two halves

0f the shell. When the anima! dies the two halves become
separated, although you mav be lucky and rind a specimen
with them still] joined.

For the cake of compieteness there are two other groups of
mollus~s:

2. _CHITONS

These molluscs Francis has aiready
mentioned in the previous section, They
are easily recognised by the eight
platliettes which make up the shell.

4. TUSK SHELLS - |
| | These are hollow, tybular, tusk-like
shells. These animals usually live in
deep water, but you may be lucky and
find an empty shell washed up on the

beeech.




GASTROPODS

: Cypraedidae (Cowries).
les are probably the most
i o1 all the zhells and =
re very popular with
lectecrs. (it 1s impessible to
describe the range c¢f coloures. The
best distinguishing feature is the
long narrow opening with serrated
lipe running the whole length of
the under side.

if

Familxi Conidae (Cone Shellis).

The Conecs vie with the Cowries to
be the most popular collectors’
item. Their range of patterning is
extensive on varied base colours.
As their name implies they are
cocre chaped with a flattish top
and a small pointed spire. They
mainly live in the inter-tidal

area in rock crevices. They are
carniverous and have a sting with
which they kil! their prey. The
venom in the sting of some members
of the famiiw can prove fatal! to
humanes. Conus Geographus is the | s
most dangerous. The sting is

located Iin a tongue, or proboscis,
ltocated in the ’small’ open end.

Always pick up the shell by the

big end. NEVER PUT A LIVING CONE

IN YOUR POCKET.




Family: Fagsciolariidae (Spindle shells)

Gracefui, ong shells with high

pointed scires, small averturec,
and an slongated siphcnal canal.
Sometimes called *Tulip' shel!lcs,

Fusinus Aribicus is pale cream o
brown and very common to the UAE
A rea! find would be Fusinus

Townsendi, a beautifu! pa
tc opaiescent white, whi
rare in this area.
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a 4 chitectonicidae (Sun

as only to turn th
e down to cee why |
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Familx:Turritellidae (Turret Shells)

A slender, elongatec shell]l with-
a pointed apex and 10-:12 convex
whorls,. The aperture is round witfh
a thin lip and no siphonal canal.
Very common in this area.Usually
pink to light brown in colour.

Famfl : Terebridae (Auger shells)

A siender, =longated shell not
unlike the Turret shells. It
usually has more whorls than the
latter, about 15, {t has a small
aperture and 1is distinctive in
having a small siphonal canal
twisted to the left. There s also
a wide spiral band below each
whor! (the suture) which gives the
appearance of having twice as many
whorls.Colour usually pinkish gzrey
to blue-cream. lvory ones are rare

Family: Patellidae (Limpets)

A low cone shaped shell, with
no spire and a round to oval
base. The apex is more or
less at the cone cntre.

The cutside of the shell has
many prominent radial ridges
and the inside suface is very
glazed., Hard to remove from
its rock.




BIVALVES

Family: Cardiidae (Cockl
e vellow to white, a
nflated’look with serr
téen has concentric row
leh-brown spots. Very
and tound worldwide,
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large fan ;
Ith coclour ranging from o
r n to bilack. Theyv are -
raglle, and becauce -

S very rare to fird z whe!
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Family:Spondylidae (Thorny Oyster)
A targe almost round shell,
very thick with small wings
a2t the hinge. The shell! has
many long thin spines and
ranges In colour from white
with pink beaks to pale red.
A prominent feature ic the
hinge with two interlocking
and well fitting teeth.

Family: Pteriidae (Pearl oysters)
A

very insignificant dul i looking
'l until it is openned. The

interior is lvined with mother of
pearl.

Family: Mactridae (Surf Clams)
These are generally smooth glossy

shells, oval or "rounded triangle’
In shape. The markings are fine

concentric growth lines with
usually radiating lines of a
different colour. The range of
colours is quite extensive, which
makes them very attractive to
collect.
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