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Past/Upcoming Events:

Walk: Al Ain Oasis to Danat/Shikhla
24 May Al Ain Oasis  4:00 pm

Walk: Musah-Haywan
6June Buraimi Hotel  4:00 pm

Social: Palms Golf Club

10 June Al Ain Golf Club 8:00 pm
Walk: Jazira
13June Danat Parking 7:45am

General Meeting: Star Dust and

Virtuoso
24 June Islamic Institute 7:30 pm

General Meeting: A Video of Choice
15 July Islamic Institute 7:30 pm

Continued on Page 72

The Lost Al Ain Airﬁe|dS(By Laurence Garey General Meeting: A Video of Choice

12 August Islamic Institute 7:30 pm

Laurence Garey is an ENHG Lifetime Member and a formechéte General Meeting: To be announced
26 August Islamic Institute 7:30 pm

Those in Al Aire fortunate to have a first class internatiorstport
justa few minutes west of the town

Continued on Pagé
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FromPagel: Oasis Wallby Ahmed Awadh

We set off from the Al AindPace gate and walked through the plantation to the Wag strolled along it to
the Danat.

This was my first tour in an oasis. If | had been alone | would have said that it was just a vast plantafic
dates; but instead it was a wonderful experience with a cheerful group of people (or should | say | wa:
the right group at the right time)®lere is a group picture and a shot of an insect trap we discovered.

We found the Wadi (a valley situated beyond the date forested area) and we walked along its dry wat:
course. Song birds provided a peaceful symphony as we trekked, several birds were seen to fly throt
tree branches. A lively debate ensued adtte bird species. A green boulevard added vitality to the dese
scene as we walked further down the Wadi.

Appreciating the little things in life makes the experiences gained from trips such as this priceless. | w
the expectation of a satisfyingalk. In actuality inet with several people having similar interests that
providedme with moral support during the walk.

| hope that the opportunity for another hike arises soon. That way my ENHG family will grow bigger at
can explorethe beauty 1 Ai n’ s nat ure together

The Library

The library is housed in our ENHG room in the Islamic Institute. Members anderobers can access tt
catalog online underwww.librarything.com/catalog/enhg

Here are a few examples of tieanybooks in the library that are available for members to borrow.

Seashells of Eastern Arabia ; DT Bosch.
Flora of the UAE; FM Karim.

Wild Flowers of the UABJVD Jongbloed.
Desert Ecology of the UAE; PE Osborne

Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan
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Carbon ConundrumContinued (by bigby Scorgie)

Necessary but not sufficient?

In this series of articles on climate change the focus so far has been on the carbon dioxide emitted
burning fossil fuel. It is now time to considbe effects of the other greenhouse gases and the other
sources of these gases.

Firstly, carbon dioxide is not the only greenhouse gas emitted when one burns fossil fuel. There is &
some methane and small amount of nitrous oxide.

For purposes ofamparison it is standard to represent the effects of the other greenhouse gases in te
of the equivalent amounts of carbon dioxide. When this is done, the proportions of emissions from b
fossil fuel areas follows:

Carbon dioxide (91,9%), metharié,3%)and nitrous oxide (0,8%). It is because carbon dioxide constitu
such a large proportion of the emissions that, as a first approximation, it was reasonable to earlier fo
onlyon this gas.

When all the greenhouse gases are considered, théribrion from fossil fuel compares to the
contribution from other sourceas follows

Fossil fuel (71,7%gndother sources (28,3%). Fossil fuel is clearly the dominant source. This is why |
necessary to reduce fossilel use to zero, or near zeras quickly as possible. However, while necesss
this is not sufficient, given the size of the contribution from other sources. The latter emissions need
trimmed too.

The emissions from other sourc@égnoring fossil fuel for nowgonsist of carbon dioxide (10,0%), methan
(9,0%), nitrous oxide (5,9%), and fluorinated gases (1,9%). The remaining 1,5% is due to secondan
effects. The sources of the three main gatbed contribute to the conundrunare as follows:

Farming(9,4%), deforestation (6,6%), cement production (3,4%), waste disposal (2,5%), industnait,z
burning (1,8%). This breakdown gives some idea of where efforts should be made to cut emissions.
deforestation, for exampleshould obviously be lgih on the list.

But how much time is there to reduce emissions sufficiently so as to avoid more than two deggéasabi
warming? Studies of the Earth's palaeoclimate indicate that the current concentration of atmospheri
carbon dioxide might alreadyelsufficient tocause this amount of warming.

Nevertheless, the scientific community has set 450 ppm as the-kmit so much because it is more
accurate, but rather because it is politically more achievable.

However, at the present rate of annual egsions this limit of 450 ppm will be reached in about 2030. C
the other hand, 2020 is the earliest that one can hope for an international agreement on the
implementation of real cuts in emissions. There are therefore a scant 10 years in which teadersR
may judge for themselves the probability of success. The consequences of failure are outlined in the
issue.

To be ontinuedin the next NewsletteX ® ¢

Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan
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The Lost Al Ain AirfieldSpy Laurence Gareyy  FOmPagel

The Al Ain Airporbpened in 1994 and its @00 meter long runway allows its use by modern jet airliners, asage

UAEAIr Force College training aircraft. hashosted an annual air show and aerobatic competitismce 2004
drawinginternational participants from far and wide.

HoweverAl Ai n, or more accurately Buraimi, could bo
Al Ain is really only part of the ni neownvasBuraangHamas:
and Bur ai mi Dau’ di . Hamasa is stildl in use by th

estate bulldozers just a few years ago.

Aerial photographs from 1968lfPot o 1) show t he r un wa yeof ratden&asand dnt
gravel, and marked with simple white stones along the edges

tK2:G2 MY ! wmopcy FSNRFf LIK23G§23INF LK 2F 51 dzZQRA | ANF
and the arrows that marked the threshold at each enel jast visible (indicated by yellow arrowi)s dfficult to
imagine that this is now just south of the Al Ain Danat Resort Hotel!

Two large white arrowsred ear |y vi si bl e at Dau’'di at each end

still has archived images of Dau’ di taken before it

stones and one of the arrows can be sedButh airfields are indicatedn the 19750rdnance Survellap (Figure
1).

""""

N guen [V
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CAIdzZNB mY ! wmdptp hNRYlIYyOS &ddz2NBSe YI LIQRK2H6AYRA Od
circles)

Continued orPage5
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The Lost Al Ain AirfieldS(by Laurence Garey FromPage4
Dau’ di is still wvisible i n intereontiSeatal Hobve], nod thes Danat Resoohj
the Al Ain planning map some twenty years lateig(ire 2. The new airport is also shown to the west

Figure 2: Al Ain city planning map showing thelsS 2 ¥ 5 dzZQRA I A N1J2 NJi

The short distance frorthe former Intercontinental Hotel is easily judged frédthoto 2.

Photo 2: Demolitiowvorkl G 51 dzQRA AY HnanpI gAGK GKS LyidSN

The runway was some 800 meters long, but soon houses were being built on its western endra@609 work
continued over the rest of the site. The last few airport buildirigsto 3 on the next pagewere demolished, but a
helicopter landing pad was still there, although covered by building material.

One of the hugevhitewashed stone arrows indicating the runway threshold was still present in Z8@8o(4 on
the next pag¢ Few people could have guessed that this was the site of an important part of Abiatory.
Continued orPage6

Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan



6 Emirates Natural History Group in Al Ain July 2014 Newsletter

The Lost Al Ain AirfieldS(by Laurence Garey) "M%

t K2G2 oY ¢KS NBYlIAya 2F GKS tFad I ANLR

t K22 nY ¢KS SFAGSNY INNRgz YIRS 2F gKAGSHI ,2006R

Dau’ di was wused f orThefamous nuese of theaQagls Hospitalj Gertrddé Dygkhaffectione
known as Doctora Latifa), shows a photographher book“The Oasis (Motivate Publishing, 1995f a Twin
Pioneer Thesmall twinengine transport aircraft of the Royal Air Force (R&&3on a medical evacuation fligh
about to | eave DaPhotod)i f or Dubai in 1964 (

Photo5Y ! YSRSGI O FtA3IKG FNRBY 51 dzQRA o0& ¢gAy tA2YySS

Continued orPage7?
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FromPage6

The Lost Al Ain Ail’ﬁG'dS(by Laurence Garey
These aircraft were well suited to the harsh conditions in the Trucial States. They were basddAkitlb2

Squadron at SharjalTheyflew missions to support oil exploration and to supply remote parts of central On
including the Saiq plateau on Oman’s Jebel AkG0:a
meters altitudg. One of the pilots, John James, remeambs hi s vi si t s Photodp althdughihe
did not realse therewere two airfields at Buraimi!

Photo6Y ! ¢ gAYy tA2ySSNI Ff26y Ayd2 5 dzQRA ¢
OneofJ o hjnolss was to del i ver s up fightfrens Sharjah hé&dememlbers the Euci
Omani Scouts (TOS) Land Rover driven across the sand from Jahili Fort, Sdlomeigrsaway but right in line
with the runwayThe Land aR&vem'ssto whisk thirsty crew off
being |l odged in the officers’” quarters in the fa
to the Land Rover as possible to shorten the delay.

Another pilot who remembers the hospitality of the TOS at Jahili is Jock Manson. He was with 105 Squadi
based in Bahrain. In 1967 he was the first to land the largedonrgi ne Ar gosy tPmomAspor

Photo7: Jock Manson landing the first! C ! NH2 && GNI yalLl2NI (2 JA

In spite of pessimistic speculation he landed safely, and continued to fly into Al Ain. He remembers flying to
in his Argosy with a heavy construction vehicle, accompanied by specialists to adweswiog such heavy loads
with a very junior officer in charge. Before Jock got in the Land Rover to go to the fort, he reminded the spe
that they would need to put ballast in the front of the aircraft before getting the vehicle off the back, éoitosy
had an undercarriage consistinfraain wheels and a nose wheel.

The young specialist responded that he was the expert and did not nedot &gpiell him what to do.

Continued orPage8
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The Lost Al Ain Airfieldspy Laurence Garey). T°M"29¢7

A little later Jock watchedsthe nose of theaeroplanegraduallyrose out of the heat haze as it was unloaded un
it sat on its back wheels and tail!

Jock also remembers the shock to crews f | yihemeativelyn
highr i se Hilton is just two kilometers from the ru

Apart from military flg ht s, Gul f Aviation operated services
Friendship aircraft: examples of the first two are still preserved at the Al Mahatta Museum in Sharjah (alt
they are not the originaheroplanes).

1968 aerial phatgraphs and the 1975 magigure } of BuraimiHamasa airfield show its two rather short runway
one approximately est-west, the other northsouth.

Google Earth still shows theo runways with housing enaaching on the northern runway.

Hamasa is ins&lthe military compound east of the Buraimi souk and fort. It is best recognized by the presenc
| arge modern fort. It was used in parallel wi t h

transport aircraft, such as the Skyvgrnoto 8).
L

R

Photo 8: From the cockpit of an Oman Air Force Skyvan light transport landing at Bdisamasa in 1973. The twa
runways are visible, as is the town in the distance with its forts

These two almost forgotten, but once very active, airfieldthim oasis villages of Buraimi played an important rc
in the expansiorof this areaasfrom the 1950s.

Al Ain continues its proud tradition of international air travel and military aviation at the new airport,femd
people realis how different things wre just a few decades age

Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan
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Meeting Location

The Al Ain Chapter of the ENHG megtthe Emirates University Islamic Institute.

General meetings as well as committee meetings take place on announced Tuesdays, all members and invited friends aréowe
attend either meeting.

Location Details (Courtesy of Google Earth

Emmm———

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES UNIVERSITY & Bamoniel!

YYY -w/*»

Islamic Institute

Islamic Institute GPS location 24 13 44.80 N 055 44 59.50 E

www.enhg.org

Committee Members:

Chairperson
Brigitte Howarth Brigitte.howarth@gmail.com 050 619 7316

Vice Chairperson
Leslie Butler Lesiebutler@yahoo.com 050 112 1637

Treasurer
JosephMansour Josephmansour@yahoo.com050 130 4660

Library
Verena Davies Verena.davies@gmail.com 050 583 4049

Newsletter Editor
Alex Schmarr newsletter@enharg 055 834 5079

Under the patronage of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubarak Al Nahayan
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